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A SONG AND DANCE MAN

BIOGRAPHY BY KIM NETH

+AT 80 AAOI U spent i LiteeRiver fa placd @ importance in his family
history.
His grandfathe, Frank William Wright, wasthe proprietor of the Little River Hotel
(from 1914 to 1923) and its residentpound master(charged with taking care of stray
animals). Frank was a man olocal staturealso forhaving married into the Libeau
family which was one of the early French settler familiesn Akaroal+ AT & O brbtHeA A O
Francis? and hissistersz Thelma, Vivienne Leonore and Annora- were all born in
Akaroa. So when Kertame into the worldin Christchurchon 30January 1923, he was
joining alocal family of repute with a strong sense ofidentity . Ken grew up valuing his
French ancestry.
Unlike his older sisters and brotherKen never attended Little River School because he
was still a toddler when the family uprooted and moved into Christchurcin 1926.
+ AT 80 pPHetrAdndiGite Wright - bought a house in Linwood Stanmore Road),
where they were to reside for the rest of their lives. Ken attendeBhillipstown School4
)yl OET OA AAuUuOh OEA OAETT1 OAOCEO AEKIAOAT OE
EOI PAA AOGAOU OAATT A Al AOOho OAAAIT O +Al S8
Henry Wright hadworked as a sharemilker beforemoving into the city to join the
Groyne D Q h laloAvOrks scheme at the timé. These were the Depression years
jobswereOAAOAA8 .1 AT OAO +A1 80 DPAOAT 6O xi O A EA
River but had tobe prepared to move in order for Henry to find work Henry, a practical
and resourceful manalso worked for atime as a green keeper at Hagley Park.
O&AOEAO xAO H#&li&IOFrenchman:dé was dhdkt and tough. He was also
a very gentle marg he had to be because Mother was a very gentle woman. She bought
Ob EAO ZEAI EI U OEOI OCE OEA $ADPOAOOEIT UAAOO A
+AT 60 T1 AAO AOT OEAO &OAT E EIT EAio&ddithodd EEO A£AO
started work for the Perfection Ice Cram Company Ltd, quickly progressing up the

1 Joseph Libeau emigratedo New Zealandaboard the Comte de Parisarriving in Akaroa in 1840. He

married twice. One of his sons by his first marriageJoseph.ucien Libeayin turn married and one of his
daughters,Leonore Virginia Libeau, married Frank Wiliam7 OECEOh + AT 6 0 C QNorh ZAOEA 0S8
Ken and also fromthis link: http://www.gen i.com/people/JosephLibeau/6000000001413249091 Ken

adds that Jospeh Libeau was a successful businessman in his day, having owned a local brickworks and

produce farm.

2 Francis (Frank) Henry Wright.

3 Henry Frank Wright and Kate Wright (née Moir)

4 The schml closed at the end of 2014 andnerged with Woolston School. Prior to its closure, Ken says he

xAO OEEI 1 EDPOOI x1 3 AET I |LédBore ahdsaAnoOrd aldo Ettérifidd ¢he s&fio@.i AO DOPE] &
5 Fhe Groynes derives its name from large concrete blocks agte from concrete filled woolsacks, jutting

into the Otukaikino Creek. The Otukaikino, once the south branch of the Waimakariri River, was

separated from the main branch during the course of major orks in the 1930s8 & Ofiridtchurch City

Councl website: http://www.ccc.govt.nz/cityleisure/parkswalkways/popularparks/thegroynes.aspx

6 Jhe Perfection Ice Cream Company Ltd had premises at 300 Manchester St andfdletory included a

50 person capacity air raid trench which was put in during WWII by Christchurch architecture firm

Trengrove and Bluntd & OT I +AOA #EOEOOAEOOAE xAAOEOAh O4EA (EOOI
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ranks into senior managenent. Henry also found employment as a driver witthe same
company and Ken has fondhildhood memaories of accompanyindis father on
weekend delivery runsto local shops and dairiesHe emembers carrying a salt bucket
that was emptied into a cabinet with ice to make a brinéo freeze the ice cream.

O&AOEAOBO O1T OTA xAO Al x1 O1 30i1TAOh OP &AOO
OEA ZAAOQI OU86

+AT 860 DAOAT OO0 AT AAA @eBsofA@ilbin, £shdb and edrdokhd A A OO
atPinef0 " AAAE8 ) O xAO A AOOU | é&ihadstedfatherwauidi A AAl E
EAT A 1T OAO OEA xEAAI O EEO Oi18 )OO xAO EI x +

OEAOA xAOA 11 AT D Qdri‘T/eTthe'@E@and@érvﬁcé\theésﬁoAs wlhad ) 6 A
to dq onthe way tQ our own shqp‘at Pip@ "~AAA AE 8‘ 0 . o ) . )
, EEA xAOT 60 Al1l AAT 60 x1 OE OET OCE8 4EAOA xA

Astaire and Ginger Rgers hadshot to fame, paired in the RKO Radio Pictures
production Flying Down to Rid They were a movie sensation starring in a numberfo
other popular features duringthe 1930s.Like other boys of his era, Ken was impressed
by Fred Astaire and soon wanted to learn to dance like him. At the age of 10, he stdrte
taking tap dance lessons with Eddie Hegan, the first male dance teacher in
Christchurch 8 Eddie, who was lorn in Belfast and had come outio New Zealand with

his family in 1919, had been a professional performer from the age of 16le had a lot of
experience with touring variety shows. Eddie would take beginners and train them until
they were ready to perform in one of his shows. His Christchurch dance school was
immensely popular through to 1941 when it ended as a result of Eddie going overseas
on military service.

0) AAT OAI Al AAO OEA AAU ) AOEAA [1U 1I10EAO E
xAOA AT x1 AO OEA AAAAE AT A EAO OAPI U xAO 0)
the piano. If you want to learn tap dancing you pay forityourde £8 6 31 ) OIT T E 1 A
helped Father on the van and Father chipped in. It was three and $ilessor8 6

At the school, Ken was taught English style tap, including a fast buck routine for
beginners.Eddie wasa self-taught professional. $on after he started the school heput
together a two chorus routine of steps covering all the basic movemts that most of his
pupils were soon able to mastet?

As well as discovering a passi and talent for tap, Kerloved to sing and did so from
the very first time he ever wenton stageO- U AZEOO0O 1 61 AAO xAO AAITA
4EI A68 -1 OEAO |complate Dtk dhstrawih&l &nd i wln. | was ten years
ITTA8 ) xAO Al xAUO A oOii1c¢c AT A AAT AA T AT 806

+A1T AT 1 OET OAA EEO 1 AOOI 1 O véEshw Gaperbd@a OEA AC
very diligent practiser. | learned one step at a time and would practise it for six hours a
AAU &£ O A xAARAE O1T OEI ) PAOEAAOAA EO8 ) AAAAI

I FOAO 1 AAGET ¢ %AAEAG6O AAT AA OAET-indawz + AT OO0A
4 EAT 1T Ad Oz vimdaxidrdsterAvho had gone to England with a forestry unit prior

http://ketechristchurch.peoplesnetworknz.info/places_and_streets/topics/show/248 -the-history -of-
300-mancheder-street#.VJYel8Dm4A

1 £ O AGET 1T AAI 66 OEEO i1 O0EA AAT Abnk&E OTA TTI1ETA AO
http://www.reelclassics.com/Teams/Fred&Ginger/fred&gingerl.htm

8 Source:No Choicg My Life in Vaudeville and Variety Around New ZealdndEddie Hegan, 1980, Hodder

and Stoughton Ltd.

9 Three shillings and six pence.

10 1bid, p 107. Eddie notes in his book that this routine was practically identical to one Gene Keltiad

once taught to his students.
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Ol wl ¢l AT A AT OAOET ¢ OEA xAO AT A EAA 1 A&EDO EEC
established a dancing school in the country. | had a school at Templetonptachools at
Lincoln, a school at Greenpark, a school at Tau Tapu and a school at Heathéote4 E A
schools operated out of local halls and Ken ran them on a round robin basis every
Saturday, teaching around 100 pupils.
From time to time Eddie would get intouch to ask Ken to perform in a show with him.
He remembers being part of a show put on for prisoners at Paparua Prison one year and
AAT AET ¢ AO wWAAEAGO AT 1T OA1 AT A T &£ UAAO OAOEAC
0)1 OEI OA AAUO OAOBADAOOETAOAKEADBAOOEDUxPDEA
OOAT ASDEOET 1 6
After three years of technical college educatigrKen left school at 14 and went to work
with a tool distribution firm called George Henry!! His weekly pay wasfive shillings
and he worked five days a week athSaturday mornings. He then took a position with a
company called Nivens as a draughting trainee, followed by employment at Ballantynes
$APAOOI AT O 301 OA8 O- U AireAsErd# it nevexededtuat@iiiz AA A x
Finally he got a job a atrainee cutter with a dressnaking firm before getting the letter
conveying the news he had been drafted into the armit was a sad day for Ken because
it meant having to close down his weekend dance school; there was-nae else to take
over his teachingrole there 13 It also meant having to leave home for the first time and
begin anew life in the barracks, though Kenfound he wasstill able to put his dance
skills to use
O) @keftain the trainees at the YMCA antlalsoput on a show at the Witer

" AOAAT 08 - U AT i T ATAET C T £ZZEARO OAEA OAO UIT 08
it so | organised the ball because we were leaving Addington to go to Burnhafrit was S
agreatsuccess 4EA T A@O 11T OTEIC EO xAO O#&01I1 EEO A]

EAT CT®AOS

At the Burnham barracks, he recalls howecruits were accommodated at both ends
and non-commissioned officersin the middle. Ohe NCOE AA AAOOAO AAAO OEA]
Everyone was up at 6am to begin long days of training.

From Burnham to Rotorua

As the weeks of trainhg went by at Burnham, Kercontinued to dance and entertain

regularly when opportunities arosebut lacked both time and resources to practise

properlys,1 O xAl 1 AO OAPh EA x1 O1 A 1T £#AT AT OAAOQI
steps performed with a blank facés$ It must have beenhighly diverting for his fellow

recruits, but the entertainment ultimately proved personally costly for Ken One day

while doing knee splitswithout having warmed up heOAT Ax OE AReAIFnQOET ACA 6 8

11 This company, which dates back to 1923, is still going strornggsee website:

http://www.georgehenry.co.nz/shop.html

12 Ken had earlier put together a window display for George Henry while with that firm and had been

geneously rewarded an additional five shillings for his efforts!

13 Sixty years later, when Ken was doing an exhibition dance at the Civic Theatre, a woman came up to

+AT AT A OAEA OAT Ui O OAI Ai AAO 1T Ae 910 OAOGCEO I A AO ,E
1“4+ AT80 (EOOT OU askolsh® wakar IAddingibk fBom 15 December 1941 to 2 April 1942,

before going to Burnham Camp.

15 He was allowed to have a tap mat, which he describes as having been a little like a venetian blind of flat

pine slats joined together with a backing mat. Tis could be rolled out and used for practice. Eddie Hegan

EAA I AAA OEA T AO A O +A1T O T A OE® UAAOOG AAOI EAOS

0) xI1 AOAOU OEI A I O EEOA UAAOO xEOE OEAO AAT AA EOI
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surgery for fear of its possible consequenceKenrejected that option and was instead
put in plaster for several months and senbff to Hanmer Remedial Camgubsequently
Rotorua Remedial Camp.

When he got to Rotorua, he found men at the camp were training for a shovitase
who were fit enoughor talented enough were eligible to participate Ken ended up
teaching a team of six men to do a ballet and tap dance. They put on a slealled the
Blue Batts" A1 1 AO08 O4EAU xAOA ET 000008 4EAU AEA E
very well trained. It was a hit as a showlt wasso successful they decided to take it on
tour. So we toured the upper North Island as Splitzkreig Two andevMinished up at the
Civic in Auckland. | danced with the team doing the tap and | danced a tap solo and an
AAOT AAOGEA AAAAT OOEA8d6 ! AAT OAET ¢ O1 +ATh OEEC
Patriotic Fund1”

"U OEA AT A 1T &£ OEA O1 60Oh +AT80 AAOOEI AcCA OOI
21 01 OOAh OEA AT AOT O AGAI ETAA T A AT A OAEA OxA
I OA Ui O OxETGCET ¢ OEA 1 AAAed ) xAO O xEI A OE
andET ET AA OEA OAT OE OAET &£ OAAI A1 00846

Off on the boat to Cairo
Ken still has his copy offhe Queue Ship, publishedin August 1943 by the 10th
Reinforcements aboard theNieuw Amsterdam a Dutch ocean liner that had been
pressed into service as a troop ship.

As this publication notes, no other feature of shipboard life was quite so constant as
OEA NOAOAg O6&OT i AAOI U iT01T OF OEA 1A0O OAcC
EAO AAAT xEOE 0088 +A1 OAAAI 1 O OEAOOBEBS OEEE
because of the seemingly endless amounts of it dished out on the journey from Lyttelton
until docking in Egypt.

To help relieve the boredom of shipboard lifeKen once again bought out his dancing
shoe8 O4EAOA xAOT 80 AT U bdti@a Apl ok thelnkess fabldsAnE OO DA O
tried to do a dance for thenmbut the ship kept swaying. | did a few slides along the mess
OAAI A0 AOO ) ~ZET EOEAA OEA AAT AA8 )OO xAO OEA

He had no idea what to expect o AE OAT AAOEAOET 18 O7TEAT xA AOOE
£l OAECT 8 4EAOA xAOA /£l Bodnméwas Aolv bt MaDIE&D, bAT A OAT
the village of Maadi on the outskirts of Cairé?

By the time the Queue Ship had arrived in Egyghe Axis forceshad surrenderedafter
the battles of Alameir% and subsequent campaign in North AfricaYet, as Ken found,
training in the desert could still be an unnerving experience

17@hataMonster! 7 EAT  UT O O Ashkret® girfs/Ydudhkad Rilbspin around in whirls/Our

AAT 1T AOET A +AT 1T AOE 7 OE GE OT )Spitk®id IAsbuvedir phobramfimie, Regérit ¢ OE CE 08 ¢
Theatre, Rotorua, March 1940The programmedescribes it as an entirely Army Show, from first to las

the work of personnel of the Remedial Training Camp.

B4EEO OOI I POEED i ACAUET A EO Al O EAT A AU (T AEAT #1112
University of Otago Library. 3 3 3
1The st%AEAI I T EAA AZEOOO OAO Ob AAiD EAOA ET &AAOOAOU pc

EO xEAAT U 1 AEA 10606 Oi AOCAAPA AT T AET C891 O EAOA O cCci
AOGAOUxEAOA AT A EOOO x ABOOOAIN,p. O HikedryBOhA MakGidbonONgdio & OT |
Press, first published in 2001.

204EA OAATT A AAOOI A 1 &£ 11 ATAETh xEEAE OOAOOAA 11 c¢o [/
OAOOAAO OEAO AT AAA ET 401 EOEA8 O4EAasgeCéck Dat®WOEI | AOU 2
DAT DI A x7T Ol A EAOGA EAA OEA AEATAA 1T &£ xEOI AOOET ¢ 8 4EA
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O7TEAT xA xAOA 1066 11T TTA T £ 1060 1EOGOI A OOAEI
the night. There were guns going off and we were sitting in the tent. | was doing a few A
shiversAT A TTA T £ OEA T1 A EAT A0 OOOT AA O 1A AT/

"AET ¢ A AAT AAO ) EAA TAOGAO OiiT EAA8s (A CAOA |
xAAOETI O AT A EO xA1T O Opi bh AOAAEI A AO Ul O Oi
As well as training in the desert, Ken was assigned to the Workshops Section doing
repair and maintenance, such as valve grinds, on army vehicles.
Putting on his tap shoesased the transitionto life at Maadi Camp, where he danced in
the canteen. Before too long, he had alson across his former teacher, Eddie Hegan,
who suggested heudition for the Kiwi Concert Party2. However, the tap dancing slot
had already been filled by then, so Kewas turned away:.
Not long afterwardsthough, Ken overheard some soldiers in camp talking about how
lucky the Americans were because they had their own cabaret club, but that-one dse
could get in because there were military police on every level of the six storey building.
Kendecided to approachOEA ! | AOEAAT 08 tdénd &hfméyAvere shékti O OT E
of a tap dancer for the cabaret. This led thim getting a pass to go up tthe club.
0) 0 xAO A COAAO AobAOEAT AA xAl EET ¢ Ob OEA O
flashing my pass. When | got up to the top, there was this beautiful rooftop cabaret with
palm trees and a beautiful orchestra. There were American officerbere with their
dancing partners and | entertained them and they thought | was just marvellous. | could
walk around afterwards, free drinks from every little cubbyhole in the place where they
were sitting. So | did that every Saturday night muchtotheetv T £ [ U AT 11 AACOA

Onto ltaly
+A180 A@DPAOEAT AA | £ ex@auhé @membed exdEdyEvieh ke wasl AAOE T
transferred to Italy, but he does recall being assigned to Petrol Company arehching
camp just outside Taanto. This would probably have been sometime irlate Octoler to
early November194323, Two months earlier the Italian government had agreed tora
armistice with the Allies, leavingGermany to defend the Italian Peninsula against the
Allies (the Amerian 3" Army and the 8" Army, led by the British). They did so by setting
up defensive lines across Italgt.
0) OAIT Ai AAO OEA EEOOO TECEO ET 4AO0AT OT h xA
bunches of grapes and | ate them through the nig8t
From Taranto, the division soon movedorth to Bari.

would give most people the impression that no living thing could remain alive when the barrage, which

xI O1T A 1AGO | AT ) ADAGOGOOERAABHOA A8 O OOAOOAA OI OAOOAAOD |
OOAOOAA8 )OO xi Ol A £ET EOE EI1 The Solier TouepAHekdnal Actournt | E1 AO
of World War Ilby Gunner N.H. (Joe) Brewer, Published by Reed Books, 199956

21 He was hooked on cigarettes from then on for the next 40 years; he finally gave up when he was 60.

204EA +ExE #11AAOO 0AOOU xAO OAOU DI DOl AGhes&dkE OEA OC
Tourist by Gunner N.H. (Joe) Brewer, 1999, p68

200A001T1 #1iPATU 11 OAA OPEAAAI AA1I & O1T )OAI U ET OAOEIC
a period of several weeks. Our Advance Party, numbering 4 officers and 92 other ranks, moved out on 3 o
October, seting up camp five miles fromTaAT 01T 1 AOO OEAT Officiad Bidkdfy o NAVDA O88 & OT |

Zealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompdoyyA. L. Kidson, War History Branch, Department of
Internal Affairs, Wellington, NZ, 1961, Printed by Whitcombe and Tombs Ltd, p. 287.

24 From The Itdian Campaign- Prelude http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/Italian _-campaign/overview,
(Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 16 August 2014.
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Having obtained both civilian heavy duty and motorcycle licences before the waken
was initially put to work as a couriermessenger ora large Harley Davidson. He recalls
OEAET C OEAIT &£ O 1 AAGEAOS ObP odmuddidiayroadA AT T C
taking reports hither and thither. For the small, slightly built dancer, it soon became too
arduous and so he was then switched to driving trucks.
The main job of Petrol Company at that time was to establish petrol dym to support
the planned 8thArmy attack across the Sangro RiveP This was part of the Allied push
Ol AOAAAE OEA ' AOi AT 66 ' OO GdeféndedfoitifkationE EAE  x A C
across ltdy.26
O07EAT OEAU POO OEA DOAOOOOA iékrolid&bhirry'adiOl AT O
xA EAA O CAO EO Ob OEAOA 8 xA [T AAA OOEDPO AA
andthe Sang)®@ / OAO Ox AT QU & OO0 EI 000 xA AAI EOAOAA
By early December, the Sangro River had been crossed and theNew Zealand
Division had captured the village of Castelfrentano anldad entered nearby Orsogna.
Here the advance was stalled. The German defence was resolute and winter roaas\wg
evermuddierAO OEA 1T £EAT OEOA CcOl 01T A O1 rAwekeAdl 08 0AC
Atessa, southtA AOGO 1T £ /1 001 ¢T Ah AO OEEO OEiIi Ah xEOE OE
AGET A A TAx O3AT CcOl 20i pdh 11 O0OE 1T &£ OEA OEOA
The New Year blizzardghat followed a wintry Christmas in campmarked the end of
the attempt to captureOrsogna.To help make Christmas a little more pleasant, the
neighbouring country had been scoured for weeks beforehand in search of extras
including live hens, ducks, geese and turkeydo supplement army rations. Dinner was
served around 1pm and afterA OA O OT T A T &£ T AT ETET AA ET Al1E
AAT 1 AOGh OACAOAI AGO 1T m AOi U AT 1T OO OEEAE xEOE
Forhis2tAEOOEAAUh +AT C¢ci1 O A PAOAAIT mOIiI ETITA A
home Mum always used to buy those for me because that was fayourite biscuit. So
that was my 2%tbhirthday zET OEA OT 1 xh AAOEIT ¢ A Al @ 1T £ AOA

Cassino

By mid-January, the New Zealand Division had med across to reinforce the 5thArmy

which was planning an advance orRome via the LiriValley but was blocked by the

strong German defences at Monte Cassig®0 AOOT 1 #1 1 DPAT U8 O 1 Ax AAIE

from Naplesin the Volturno Valleyh T AAO OEA O x1 % &£ 0EAAEI T 1 OA
What happened at Cassino is weknown. It is remembered by New Zealanders as one

of the most costly battles of the warThe 3" Army had earlier failed in their attempt to

50/ OO $EOEOEI T h di¢ance duidklyBol ABedzArip, andithériceto Rome. Its move to the
front line took place from 18 to 22 November; and what that meant in terms of discomfort, difficulties and

AOOOOOAOGEITO xEI 1 AA xAll OAIl bffidahHisforof Newze@ldnd iothe x ET  OT 1
Second World War, Petrol Compaby A. L. Kidson, 1961, p 290. From Larino, petrol dumps were
AOOAAT EOEAA EEOOO AO ' EOOEh OEAT 1 OAOOGA8 /1T AA OEA 3AIl

up north of the river.

26 From The talian Campaignz Into Action at the Sangro Rivehttp://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/Italian
campaign/sangro-river , (Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 16 August 2014.

27 From From Official History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompéyyA. L. Kidson,
1961, pp 292295.

28 From Official History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompdgyA. L. Kidson, 1961, pp
296-297.

29 From Official History ofNewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompduyyA. L. Kidson, 1961, pp.
298-299.

30 1bid, p 300.



http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/Italian-campaign/sangro-river
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/Italian-campaign/sangro-river

Kenneth Raymond Wright Biography by Kim Newt

bypass it via a seaborne attack at Anzio, south of Rome. An American assault on Cassino
in January 1944 had alsteen defeaed by the Germans. LieutenanGeneral Sir Bernard
Freyberg, heading a New Zealand Corpsequested an aerial bombardment of Monte
Cassino including its Benedictine monastery. It was to be a controversial decision and
ultimately did little to weaken Germandefences. On 17 February, the Indian Division
attacked from the north, the New Zealanders from the south. Only the 2§Maori)
"AOOAIT EI T ¢iI O OE Oidéeqded réilivay St&tidn toQHe sduth @ thec A1 |
town, but without support were ultimately forced to withdraw. In spite of another
bombardment and additional assaultsdb OEA OT xT h OEA 'aAdi AT 08 AA
Freyberg was ultimately forced to order his troops to stop the attack. In early April, the
New Zealand Divisiorwith drew, having sufferel heavy losses!
Ken recallsthat on reaching the Volturno Valley, before Cassindhere was a
temporary lull allowing time for football, sightseeing to Pompeii and trips into Naples, a
war-scarred but bustling maritime city 32
In Naples, Kerwas abk to acquirea new outfits  O) AT OCEO [ UOAT £ A AA
a red top, black dress, a pair of red ballet shoes, black net stockings and some long black
net glovesod
There was frequent contact with American servicenen during this time, as theywere
camped in the same are& SoKen put his new wig and dress to use by performingn
drag at American barracks and in front of ifured men in American hospitals it proved
an effective, popular morale booster0) A OAOOAA &b ET AOAC AT A A
gentleman who could play the banjo like nane else on earth. He had a repertoire of
about twenty four tunes that the Americans all knew. He would go flat out on the banjo
and | would come out and do my little numbeto lots of hoots and whistles until |
sOAOOAA O OET CA - U OECPBAQLDdsin®thd Agericah O O' 1 AA
T 0 AAROO AT A OEA O1T 1 AEAOO x1 O1 A ETET ET 8 4EAL
Of courseall this had to stoponcethe New Zalanders began to prepare for the
assault on Cassinén early February, the New Zealand Corpshaving been tasked with
capturing the town of Cassino along with its craggy webefended heights that included
the Benedictine monastery.
Petrol Company moved forward to a new site near Mignano and on 18 Februamas
busy collecting shells from an ammunition dump some 70 miles away to provide cover
for 28 Battalion. In mid-March, theywatched as Amertan bombersdropped their
deadly cargo onCassino and its surroundings.

31 From The Italian Campaigry Cassinghttp://nzhistory.net.nz/war/the -italian-campaign/cassing
(Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 29 May 2014. Gaino cost the Division343 deaths and over

600 wounded.Cassindfinally fell to British and Polish troops with support from NZ artilleryin May 1944.

32 From Official History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompduyyA. L. Kidson, 1961, pp.
300-301.

33 |bid, p 301.

34 A 1928 song composed by Milton Ager with lyrics by Jack Yellen abén Dougherty, which waswritten

for the motion picture of the same name (released in 199). Lyrics begin thus:All dolled up in your glad
OACOr" 00 O1T i1 001 x T AU 00601 OI OAA OACOT!'T A OEAU AAII
Playground website,http://lyricsplayground.com/alpha/songs/g /gladragdoll.shtml

35 The New Zealand Corps, with Freyberg as its commander, was formed in early February 1944 and was
made up of the New Zealand Division, 4 Indian Division, an American armoured force and British, Indian
and American artillery units. FromOfficial History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol
Companyby A. L. Kidson, 1961, p 302.
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In spite of all the action up front though it was a relatively inactive time for the
company.

At some point in proceedings, Kemwas put to work in a new roleas a second
I EAOGOAT AT O & AmnAuAitdn Gompartsh; thepl NZ Ammunition Point was just
AAOT 60 OEA O1T AA £EOAIB GARADOEIAA#TARBAT B6 EOLBA Al
batman, who one quiet night suggested they duck away to visit a nice Italian family he
knew some distance away’ Ken says hey took some food with them hitched a ride on
an American supply truck, met the familyshared a meal with them, and enjoyed the
ATTPATU T &£ A AT OPI A T £ POAOOU ) OAI EAT CEOI 08
EEOAEAA A OEAA AAAE O1 AAiBD 111U Of,th&ET A EO
ammunition dump had been bombedn their absenceﬁ "OET OCE O0AOQOI T #Ii1iPA
destroyed a vast amount of ammunition along with trucks, tents, bivvies and personal
gear3®

The two men,dumbfounded by the destruction, went in search of their unit where it
had been assumed they had died in the firdhere was nothing left of their trucks that
had been parked between two piles of ammunition, one of cartridges and one of shells.

~

O, OAEEI U AP ®OETARETACAGI AT AT A A 1 EAOOAT AT 056
Oi AAE 11 EA xOEOO86

Cassino is remembered by Ken for its rain, mud, bomb holeand a fewclose shaves.

0) OAT AI AAO xA xAOA OEOOE] C ET OEA EAAD T1TA

unload down in the valley when the German 888 cottoned on to us and started to
destroy the stacks. We dived down behind the jeep with a tin hat on of couraad there
was a bit of a rattle. | looked up and one inch above my head was a shrapnel hole about
the size of a dinner plate so | scuttled like the best of lizards down into a hole with some
I OEAO OOiI 1 PO8oO
On another occasion, Ken remembers sitting in his truck, some distance from the
fighting, after having transported some troops. He was sitting ithe cab having a smoke
when the truck gave a lurch. He got out and found the canopy asketivendiscovered
what looked like an 88mmshell stuck in the bank. Fortunately, it was a dud.
Looking back decades lateien sometimes finds it hard taemember precisely what
he was doing and wherduring the course of the Italian campaign and how his small
pat EEOOAA ET 01 OOEA AEC PEAOOOAS8 091 O xAOAT 8
was going on. You just went where you were told and did what you war OT 1 A O Al 8
ITTTu AEOAO OEA xAO OEAO 8 Ui O OAAIT EOA EI x AE
vision, while Iwas therej] £ OEA xET 1 A OEEI C86

) ] EAAO EEO AOi U EEOOT OU OAAIT OAO 1 EOO EEI AO EAOQETC
arrival in Egypt in early September 1943 but, as heecollects it, he actually started off with Petrol

Company in Italy.

37 Ken cannot say for sure but thinks this family was in Naples.

38 OQver a quarter of a million rounds of machineggun ammunition and about 6500 heavy calibre rounds

went up in the fire. TwoAmerican soldiers died and another was badly wounded. Fro®@fficial History of
NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompéyyA. L. Kidson, 1961, p. 309.

39 Ken also relates how one day, before the loss of the ammunition dump, he was with a lineneih sitting

on a pole over a latrine ditch with their trousers down when a lowflying Stuka came round the side of the

EEI 18 O3E@ AIi AEAO xAT O AAAExAOAO ET O OEA AEOAE B8AG
40 @he 88 mm gun was used by the Germans as an atank, anti-aircraft, and artillery gun during World

War 1.6 & http:i/worldwar2headquarters.com/HTML/weapons/german/88gun.html



http://worldwar2headquarters.com/HTML/weapons/german/88gun.html
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Onward Italy
What he does remember was the relief of reaching Rome after Cass{manich finally fell
into Allied hands in mid-May). Rome had fallen to the Allies on 4 Jun@wo days before
the D-Day landings in Normandy?!). Many New Zealand servicemen weraow able to
enjoy a periodof leave in Rome.
O) xAO OOEI |1 Mylkedtdddnttd Rodd. W parke® thédefand he said to
i A OUT O EAOGA A xAAREn O OAPTI OO0 AAAE7z6RO0A EI
OAx ORAMNew Zeafand had its owruxury hotel in Rome for the use of its troop®
and so thisis where Ken@ AUAA AT A EAA EEO | AAI O AOOEIT O
AAT A Pl AUET ¢ Ail OEA OEiAh EO xAO OAOU 1 EAA
In late June Ken had a brief stay in hospitdlas a result of suspected food poisoning
and afterwards returned to driving a truck with the 1st NZ Ammunition Company.Over
the next few weeks they moved nortkeast via Terni, Spoleto, Foligno and Perugia,
finally halting near Lake Trasimene?
AEAO OOIi 1T AoOh +A1T OAI AT AAOO OA EAEOI U AAOGU O
beyond.In many ways, his expeience begins to sound more like that of a tourist than
that of an army servicemaras the journey continuesnorth.
O)B80A Cci O A PAOOI T AT PEIT O TemtoBEmdswhdkeA] ET C 4
they have the yearly horse races around the square. We went through Florence, which
was a nice ltalian town. It was a medieval sort of town with big solid buildings.
Whenever we went through these place) 6 A ¢iI O OEA AEOOAEAO AAA
always beautiful churches
Of course, this was no holiday with his company working hard to keep both
ammunition and petrol moving to where it was needed. Unsurprisingly demand for both
spiked as fighting intensifiedahead of major engagement¥.
After Florence had been taken, the company was tasked with assisting thé Brmy to
move ammunition from a depot east of Siena to lesi, located near the Adriatic Coast,

40! OOOOAAT UR T1Txh xA xAOA 11T 0ETC O OPOA®DBAEA AT A 8 11
History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompdmyyA. L. Kidson,1961, p. 318

42 The sights included Vatican City, Spanish Steps, the Colosseum and the Roman Forum.

230) 0 xAO A OxAi1 EIT OAl DPOAOEI 6061 U AT A OEA £EOOT EOEET ¢
comfortable armchairs and sofas it would be possible to get. The dining room is spotless, the table cloths
are clean and altogether the place has a luxuriousial O B E A O AT@edSol&iéd Tolrisby Gunner N.H.

(Joe) Brewer, 1999, pp 186187.

44 His army history sheet puts the date of admission as 25 June 1944 and date of discharge as 2 July.

45 From Journey Towards Christmas: Official History of the 1st Ammuni@wympany, Second New Zealand
Expeditionary Force, 19345, by S.P. Llewellyn, HistoricdPublications Branch, 1949, Wellington. This

info is drawn from Chapter 20z Through the Vineyards, p. 359

46 Fhe official communique announcing that Florence was firmglin our hands was not issued until 22

I O ¢ O Gubthescollapse of the Paula Line had decided the city's fate, and in rAdigust the Division

started to assemble in a rest area near Castellina, ten miles north by west of Siena. We moved back on the
14th, occupying a sheltered, dusfree area by a small stream that was very pleasant to lie in during hot
afternoons. From the 17th onwards there was generous dalgave to Sien8 8§  &ddrindy Towards
Christmas: Official History of the 1st Ammunition Company;@al New Zealand Expeditionary Force, 1939
45, by S.P. Llewellyn, p. 367.

47 Between dawn and dusk we handled 34,000 rounds of 28ounder. By the evening of the 30 [July,

1944]> we issued 47,000 rounds of 25pounder that day» we had enough of everything athe

ammunition point to meet any predictable demands, but there was no question of easing up. The guns
EAPO AZEOEI Cqd c¢xhunndéO) AEADhDPBvbguah quhnnngs
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travelling through Peugua and Folignd® On the back of a postcard ifesi, Ken drafted
this messageto his sweetheartback homegy, O4 EA & AO AO OEA O P 1 A&
held the afternoon dance that | mention in one of my letters. The only dance | have had

ET )OAI U8 ,TTEETC &£ OxAOA OI AT A 111 cCcETC OI
The hard advance up the coadhat followed saw Pesard®, then RiminfF°falltothe
Allies. Themenof &! | I OT EQET T #1101 PAT U xAOA Am@ANOAT OI U

OOAT ODB1 Camtnimitich fo EhE firi@ line. Often the divers had narrow escape8!.
At their camp at Cattolica, though, there was time for a little fun. A recreation centre
was established, allowing foroccasionallight entertainment by men of the NZArmy
Service Corps (ASC)Swing Band®?2
By this time, Ken was also fully at ease witthe familiar routines of life as a driver
07A xAOA NOEOA Ai 6us 91 00 I AET ET A EO O AAC
xEAT OEA OOOAE EO AipoOus 91 O60A 110 AAOOUET C
and so forth. We always had two canvasunks that we could fold up against the wall. At
night, when the truck was empty, we would drop them down and we always had a
primuss38 7 A6 A BDOIi b OEAI Obp AT A EAU ETh A OOOAE «x
cook our meals on there. We always had afrypanadd BT 08 6
A well-stocked pantry box ensured there was always enough to e#.
As well as carrying ammunition, he recallsometimescarrying troops and Italian
refugeess.
After Rimini, the company slogged its wagver northwards through mud and rain,
enduring the ever-present threat of attack, (for the mountains to the east were still held
by the Gemans) 56 On 11 October, theNew Zealand infantry crossed thdRiver
Fiumicino.
Not long after this, there was a major reorganisation ohie NZASQvhich entailed 1st
Petrol Company and $t Ammunition Company each losing section No. 4 Platoon, the
junior platoon, drew the short straw for 1st Ammunition Company. While some drivers
were redeployedto reinforce other platoons,the restwere ordered back @ Basdénear
lesi5?
Kenremembersbeing at Forli that Christmas. Ithad fallen on 9 November with Faenza
the next objective Those who were there recall itas the best Christmas they ever had in

48 |bid, p. 367.
49 |bid, p. 368.Pesaro was taken by Polish troopen 2 September.
50 |bid, p.o X @G8eek@nd New Zealand troops entered Rimini on the morning of the 21st and the battle
moved on across the Marecchia Rive.
51) AEAh OBenigbt a ghéll bibrowed into the road and exploded beneath a lorry, lifting it off the
ground but doing little damage®d
52) AE Ah Here yocoutd weite letters or read, and in the evenings, with the tearn bubbling in the
corner, there were card parties, lectures, quiz sessions, sispngs, and an occasionaoncert by the
;1 3# 3 x E lInGide"th& fledkeatidn room» the Albergowe called it> all was warmth and light8 8
53) AEAQh When darkpesscare it was time to pull down the cover at the back of the lorry and begin
searching for the primus pricke 6
54|t contained emergency supplies along with fod received from parcels sent to the men. The usual
inventory included chocolate, soup, tinned food and coffee.
55) AE A h AEaBnosteyery tubn-off Italian refugees, sitting in carts loaded with furniture and bedding,
waited patiently for an opportunity to use the roadd
% |bid, p. 373. EAOA xAO OOOOE EIT OEA OOAOANOAT O OAOAEAO 1T &£ A
bloody mountains held up advance. It were bloody Jerry sitting down behind spandau going blufl O OP 8 &
57lbid, p. 3764 EEO xAO 11 O bl brais wadanegpalifig pfospdet Sibkriaand te salt
mines? but there was nothing to be said or donéYet their sojourn in lesi passed pleasantly enough.



Kenneth Raymond Wright Biography by Kim Newthissis

the Army. Each phtoon hada sit-down dinner in rooms decorated with flags and
coloured streamers, wheretableswere laid out with oranges,silver paper and bottles of
beer before a perfectChristmas dinner was served8
Christmas for Ken that year was memorable for a different reasothe Americans had
arrived jUSt before the big day, once more in need of a tap dancer.
ort | AOEAAT xAcilT AOOEOAA AO AAiD EAAANOAO

ODAAEAOO Al O A O OAPT OO0 01 EAAANOAOOAOOS8 )
ci o OEAOACD&mmmDKEAA@QAQAO Ui 60 CAAOh UT 08 O/
A1 OAAO ET AT EIT OAOT AGET T AT AITAAOO AT A Ul O66C
So he went along with the AmericangOn Christmas Eveltey took him to what he
describes as a converted cieh.0) © EAA A AEC OAOI OAA AAEI ET C8
piece orchestra, a host of entertainers. It had a beautiful marble floor. So | danced on
this tile floor z every beat sounded like a machine gun. This huge auditorium of people
clappedevery ©ADP8 ) xAO ET 1T U Al AT AT O OEAOA8 )OO xA
The highlight for Ken was a performance oAve Mariaby an Italian singep®.
That night he was billeted with the Americans. On Christmas Day, he dined with them
at the American Red Cross Mess. Christmas dinner was a fine spread of roast turkey
with cranberry sauce and gravy, mashed potatoes and peas accompanied by white wine
followed by Christmas mince pies and cookies, nuts, figs and fréfit.
Aod AAU EA xAO AAI EOAOAA AAAE O1 AAibps O7E
January passed pleasantly enough, with little work to dd he streets were full of snow
and the men passed their time queueinfpr the Metro Cinema, sweeping snow, or
OOAEET C A Cil AOGO 1T &£ Oi i AGEET C68
In the course of their travels Ken recalls how some of the men had acquired piano
accordions from a factory in one of the town®. The men with the piano accordions got
together andformed a band.
He believes it may have been around this time thabhey ended upputting on a show in
the local theatre which ran for about a weeké3 hey had a picture first and then a show
after, in front of the screen. We got dressed in our gear andtgeady for the show

58 |bid, p. 395.

59 From the programmez The American Red Cross pezgs@hristmas Fantasgg 4 EEO xAO OEA 1T ECE
AET Al A8 +AT xAO OEA OAOGAT OE DPAOAI Oi AOhepididnme ECEO AT A
shows two concerts were held: one on December 24, 1944 at 9pm and one on December 25 at 7fhmere

is some hformation about the American program director Samuel J. Corrallo at this link:
http://www.1973bitburgbarons.com/FOOTBALL/1969/1969%20Football%2022%200ct.pdf

60 Unfortunately, neithermenu nor concert programme states wherehis took place.Ken thinks it was

Bari which is conceivable since men were being released there on furlough not long after this, in early Feb

1945. FromSupply Company Official Historpy P.WBates,1955, Wellington, p. 336.

61 1bid, p. 400.

62 Ken cannot recall the name of the town; perhaps it waSastelfidardo, near Ancona, famed for its piano

accordians. See this linkhttp://www.accordions.com /museum/

63 The Official History of Supply Company records how the Kiwi Concert Party helped to liven things up at

this time and that films were also popular. It is not too difficult to imagine Ken performing here at this

time. From Official History of Suply Companyby P.W. Bates, 1955, p. 33%here is also an earlier account

of the NZASC swing band performing after Cassino, in late April 1944, at Boiana CinemataedGarrison
Cinemay,lsernia. It was described as a popular hit, ade up of humoroussketches, choruses, songs, and

soloitemd] OEEO AT AO O1 O1 A 1 E Eshand ¢ Resdive DecBnAicall TiENsE | x 8 | & OT |
Companiesby Jim HendersonQfficial History of NZ in the Second World Wd954, p. 314). Unfortunately,

Ken cannot remembe clearly when or where theseperformances took place; it is also possible thg were

stagedeven earlier, in Naples, before Cassino, as he initially suggeist the recorded interview.



http://www.1973bitburgbarons.com/FOOTBALL/1969/1969%20Football%2022%20Oct.pdf
http://www.accordions.com/museum/
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behind the screen. We saw the picture from the back of the screen for the whole week,
i AOGET AAO AT A TECEO OEiIi x08 'TA OEA PEAODOOA xA
The band backed Ken who performed some solo tap numbers
In March, Ken traveled to an area near Fabriano, wher&los. 1 and 2 Platoonsad
moved the Divisional Caalry®4.
By April 1945, it was clear the war would soon be over, with thallies very muc
ascendantin Italy. From the air, waveso6 T EOAA 3 O A Ofadsént hoiba A OAOT 00
raining down, while the artillery -O /1 AOE ET C -vab Bringidd) ok érfl toC &
resistance on the ground® The New Zealand divisionat the head of the & Army, were
at the forefront of the speedy advancenow unfolding.¢
It was around this time that Ken remembers arriving at Mestren the mainland
opposite Veniced”
07A xAOA AAI PET C OEAOA A& O A Anced@ gobthereAAES8 4 E.
xAO OOECEOhR x A 5834 twenty Blokes happedihto rayAriick dhdaway
we went down the isthmus. We got haHway down and there was this British road
block. They said®l & AAT 60 Ci ET OEAOA AEOIh OEAOABO ¢
However, Ken says the guardeventually relented and let them through. They hano
trouble once in VeniceKen bought some lItaliancrystal and lace and spent time
Agbpl 1T OET C 30 -AOES8O 3NOAOA AT A EOO AT OEOI T O8
prevailed.
O) £ Ul & x Alth® dight it AnlyicdstXive lire which was sixpence so all the
boys were rushing around a bit there. The hotel was equivalent to about three and
sixpence a night so we lived in luxury for a couple of days. We had a lot of fun with a
1 EOOI A ABO 1 £ 11T AUAS
At the same time that VE Dawas being celebrated, the 2 New Zealand Division was
deployed on peacekeeping duties in Trieste. This was still disputed territoryvith
Yugoslavia claiming the port city. It led to an uncomfortable stalemate that lasted
through to early June. Eventuallyhe Yugoslav forces withdrew and the New Zealand
forces were finally able to celebrate the end of the war in Europgé.

At Trieste

Ken says the New Zealand forces were already occupying Trieste by the time he reached
OEA AEOQOU8 0O) Odbibds the edtfanca to thérandway vt iaidds

reaching through asking for chocolate. We made arrangements for an Italian girl to

come and be our housemaid and she did all the cooking and washing and kept the inside
of the truck nice and clean just for théood she could get. They were very hungry in

4 O E A dedafesrédmembers being part of a convoy given the job of ferryintjucks and

64 The night was spent atAlbacina,where the villagers helda dancelbid, p. 401.

65 From Official History of NewZealand in the Second World War, Petrol CompéyyA.
cop8 O! £#OAO OEAO OEA EIT £FAT OOU xAT O EI
AAT OOA T £ OEA %wEGCEOE ! Ol UBO AOEOAS8S

66 From Mates and MayhemWorld War II: Frontline Kiwis Remembdry Lawrence Watt, published 1996
by Harper Collins Publishers (NZ) Ltd, p. 186.

67 Mestre is where Petrol Company had its headquarters, along with 3 Platoon.

68 Another incident like this is described in theOfficial History of Petrol Companyy AL Kidson. See p. 340.
69 From Mates and Mayhemby Lawrence Watt, 1996, p. 188.

Kidson, 1961, p

L.
h xEOE OEA . Ax
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Ai 1 OT EOCETT ET O 90cCi Ol AOEA8 0) 0 xAO A AEO AA
ATTA 106 10 110856 o i
In spite of theONOAAAT A T OAO 40EAOOAR OEA . Ax : AAT Al

OOOPOEOET CtKentalk#king Edve BBturinginto the mountains on
twisty roads andinto a pretty valley where he and his fellow travellers stayed in

Madonna di Campiglioa ski resort in northeast ltay8 O4 EA AEO xAO OEA 171 (
had ever breathed. It was just amazing. The hillsides were a mass of coloured flowers. It
xAO OEA 1100 AAAOOEAEOI” pi AAA UT O AT OI A AOAO

In late June, the company delivered its amunition to a depot at Udine’3

Aix-en-Provence
Whereas most of the company now moved south, Ken was despatched to-éix
Provence in Francevia Monaco, Cannes and the French Riviera. He says\was used as
a kind of staging post whereservicemen would go before taking leave to Englanénd
OEAT AT AOAET ¢ OEA OEE & afarinér@eBman prisoncantpGllll DOG6 A A
with its towers and barbed wire/4 is where Ken left his truck and starteda new job
I OAOOGAAETI ¢ OPAOGOI T h TEI AT A OUOAOGSG OANOGEOAI A
Italy to Aix-en-Provence, (and which would then go back again to collect more soldiers).
0) xAO AO 'E@ A O OE@ (11 OCEOBI AGO &£AI0I A- ABAKD
| alsoused to ferry men into Marseille for leave. It was a mad city. Everyone was
travelingsofash EO xAO OAOU AOOUS86OG
At the end of his service there, Ken was given the option of having leave to England or
takingashipdireci U AAAE O . Ax : AAT AT A8 O0) 1 AOAO Cic
He headed back to Italy with some other servicemen. In Italy, they delivered themcks
to a large park full ofmilitary vehicles.’s0" 00 1T £ AT Grodksigotkaekktere T O O
was not any equipment lefin them. Somehow or other it got jolted out on the trip8 ! 1 |
the trucks were going to be given to the Ities so we thought we might as well make a
little bit of hay, a little bit of moneybefore we hopped on the shipl had enough to buy
some beautiful @meras and watches to bring home and that satisfied niéo

n+ AT 1T AU AA OAIDhivess Aithéi vehiclEsEvEr®efnpl@yed in ferrying transport from
Foligno to Trieste forUNRRA,4 Yugoslavid. & @olUrihey Towards Christmas: Official History of the 1st
Ammunition Company, Second New Zealand Expeditionary Force,-#1838y S.P. Llewellyn, p. 453

"1 1bid, p. 447.

72) AEAh Afparty of thrgedtrav@lled a thousand miles irsearch of a district suitable for
mountaineering and skiing, finding one near Madonna di Campiglio, a village in the southern Dolomités.
More parties of New Zealander servicemen visited this village over the following few monthsen also
recalls crossirg the border into Switzerland.

) AEAh D @&eraglagts be@dohthe damned stuff

74 Ken must be referring here toLes Milles internment camp near Aixen-Provence SeeAix-en-Provence:
the dark side of France's most beautiful tovsnk:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/france/10887179/Aix __-en-Provencethe-dark-
side-of-Francesmost-beautiful-town.html

75 Ken believes this may have been thBritish depot at Assisi.

76 O 8 ith agents of the black market prowling everywhere it would have been foolish to draw pay

foolish and rather priggish; for public opinion had removed the stigma ofriminality from the sale of

petrol and jeep tires and had even glamosed transactions of this kind, making them seem daring and
cleverd & Golrhey Towards Christmas: Official History of the 1st Ammunition Company, Second New
Zealand Expeditionary Fors, 193945, by S.P. Llewellyn, p. 450


http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/france/10887179/Aix-en-Provence-the-dark-side-of-Frances-most-beautiful-town.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/france/10887179/Aix-en-Provence-the-dark-side-of-Frances-most-beautiful-town.html
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Homeward Bound

Ken remembers going to the nearest port to rendezvous with the ship that would take
him home,M.V.Dominion Monarch. According to a souvenir magazine of the homeward
voyage calledvionarch Memoriesthe ship had left Southampton on 17 December 1945,
before stopping at Nples (23 December) and then Tanto (Christmas Day), where

2000 Kiwis and South Africans boarded. The Monarch sailed the following afternoon,
travelling home via Port Said (where the South Africans disembarked), through the Suez
Canal to Port Tewfik where more New Zealanders came aboartien onto Freemantle
before reaching Wellington on 23 January 194@Dominion Monarch, originally built for
Shaw, Savill and Albion to carry cargo and passengensd made her maiden voyage to
New Zealand in February 1939 but was used as a troop carriduring the war).

Ken recalls there being a number of Italian brides amongst the Kiwi contingent on
board the ship.It was ahappy atmosphere for those now homeward bound and a
concert party was soon formed. Ken jointly produced and performed iSpray Ply, held
in the Troop Recreation Room. The variety shoywwhich opened on 9 January 1946,
included an orchestra of piano accordions, guitars and drunid.0) xAO ET OEA OEFE
doing comedy sketches with one of the other artists and a song and dance witteoof
the female artists to entertain the troops on the way hom&8 6

It was a wonderful feeling to finally disembark on home soil.

0) OAT AT AAO OOTTETC Al xT A 111 Qderahda®id x Al E x|
box under my arn8 6

According to his wa history sheet, Ken was finally discharged on 7 April 194having
AAAT OETIT A 11 1AAOAS Obp O1 OE1 OEAO AAOGA

Post-war years
Ken well-remembers the sense of euphoria that came upon him during his first feslays
back in New Zealand. On his first nightathoAh EA OAAAI 1 O xAl EET ¢ &0
lounge to a bedroom feeling as though he wdkating six inches off the ground.

He and his fiancéeNgaire’®, whom Ken had met before the war, were soon making
plans to get married. After their wedding, he coupletook over the familytearooms
business at Pines Beach. They demolished the old premises and built a new modern
groceryand milkAAOh AT T 1 C xEOE OA Hheif filst cllfl wa®dolr OA A A&
soon afterwardss  O" OO x A /Fl 01 A BEvdek bUAiteEpEDO Ax ORATORG A AU
enough to keep us going so we sold the shop to my brother and we moved back to
Ol xI 806

Ken then found a job with a company called Mercers, working in the drawing officin
Christchurch, he and Ngairdad two more children80

7TEETA EO xAO OOAOU EAOAS6 OAOOI ET ¢ AAAE ET OI
fortunate to have had the tearooms business to start with.

77 A shipboard newsletter published 10 January 1946 describeSpray Playas wellreceived

OAT OAOOCAET T AT O T £ ¢CiIT A OAOEAOUS AT A OAAT AET ¢ AU +AT 7
8 The other performerii  OEA AT i AAU OEAOAEAOC xAO O-AET O 3AUii 006N
79 Ngaire Agnes Martin.

80Their AE E 1 Anénfe$ &yellinda Gaydibeau, now living in Auckland; RayleefRyan who now livesin

Bluff and is married with three children and five grandchildren; and SteveKenneth Wright, a paramedic,

who lives in Christchurch.
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Looking backthough he realisesE A OAOOOT AA AO0T I OEA xAO Oi 1 OA
loss of faithinchuAEAO8 0O) OAx Ei x xAll OEAU xAOA 111E
OOAOOAA8 ) xAOT 80 OAOU EAPPU xEOE OEAO86 T7EA
environmentitself -OOEA OOAAOh OEA AE O/A@dd ataiplecidtionOd1 OAE 1
forpeace8 O) Al xAUO OAU O AOAOUAT AU OUId AiT18660

ATl 01 bousad
For a time, Ken went back to sales work, selling fruit and vegetables to men working
on hydroelectricity schemes in the Mackenzie Countr§t In the early 1960s, hefound
work with Nestle, (staying there through to his retirementat the age of 60.
Sadly, Ngaire died of leukaemiwhile still a young motherand so the years afterwards
must have been very busy for Ken with work having to be juggled around the needs of
his family.
In the mid-1950s Ken was asked to judge tap dance classes for the Christchurch
Competitions Association and then started to get requests to teach. This is how he
ended up meeting his second wifeVonnies2; she lived in Greymouth andegan
regularly bringing her nieceall the way to Christchurch for Saturdayessons with Ken;
Vonnied O IxEAMMOAEEO AEOOO DODEI 8 O3EA xil AOAOU Al
AcCA 1T £ OxAl OGA8o
Eventually he ended up with 60 pupils Ken saysnany ofthem went onto win
competitions in the South Island, lower North Island and Aucklandde was still with
Nestle at this stage as a travelling sales representative and found time to teach in the
bl AAAO xEAOA EA OOI pPAA8 O)1 OOA Avogirlsin ODAT AET
Blenheim (who grew up to have their own school), a girl in Nelson (who finished up
with the biggest Nelson school), and | taught on the West Coast.
On one of his trigs, Ken bought a poodle for Vonnighey ended up breeding and
showing poodles for the next 20 years. He is currently Patron of the South Island Poodle
Clubs3
He and Vonnie- also a dancer (ballet and highland) lived together for 10 years,and
then were married. Theybuilt a house in Avonhead, as well as a large dance diwi from
which they ran their own dance schootalled Rite Rhythm.
When Ken turned 65, they decided to sell the dance school and retire to the West
#1 AOO OO0BI1 ABE Ol IAEA8 51 EAAOCAT HODI EA8e6 OBT EAEI O
years | lookedA £OAO EA 086
Ken did his last song and dance performance on his®birthday in 2013. He also
danced at his 8@ birthday. At the ages of 78 and 80, he won two Australasian
championships in the veteran classes.
0) 60A Al xAUO AT ET Ush dreatvd dnd dE to@se Avadsiicoeddtul E 05 O
AT A OEAO8O xEAO 1T AAA EO AOGAT AAOOAOS8G
He is a life member of the Christchurch Competitions Sociéty The Ken Wright
Challenge Cup is one of those competed for annually in the Tap Dancing Section of the

81 Qake Tekapo, the highest of the Mackenzie Country lakes (its maximum height is 712 metres above sea
level), was firsttapped for hydroelectric power in a project completed in 19518 & Thle Encyclopedia of
New Zealand, Story: South Canterbury plageage 2z Mackenzie Countrylink:
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/south -canterbury-places/page2

82 Veronica Gilmore (nee Goaall).

83 See link:http://dogsshowcase.weebly.com/sipc.html

84 See page 2, linkhttp://www.chchcomps.org.nz/uploads/6/5/4/5/6545578/tap_dancing_2014.pdf
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competitions. Ken says he has also donated other cups and trophies over the year
(including one for top placeCAOOAOOh ET T xT A0 O' 11 AAT 4APOBC
Ken sometimes finds himself wondering what would have happened had he followed
OPp OET OO1 AOGAOGET 1 Oto ga@vei andpEridrm liniLas GdgdsAnd O 6
(TTTUxTTAh OAOEAO OEAT OOAU ET . Ax :AAT AT A A
AT T OEAO &OAA ' OOAEOAh AOGO r) OEETEY ) xI1O0OIA
| had two beautiful wives and | have three mivellous children and lots beautiful, clever,
ET OAI 1 ECAT O COAT AAEEIOAOAAREE) FORTBGAT Ci 6 COA
He has also changed more than a few lives along the wayhether by teaching tap or
being the song and dace man who lifted spiritsduring the war and in the decades that
followed.
Ken enjoys looking through his memorabilia that includes a laminated sheet from
ANZAC Day, 2008. Pupils of Christchurch dance teacher Jan Rugrtlyl A 1T £ + A1 8 0
former pupils - attended that year and wrote of why Ken wa special to them:
O0$O0OET ¢ OEA xAO EA AOI OA T EI EOAOU OOOAEO AOD
other things he did. Mr Wright choreographed dance shows and entertained the soldiers
to keep their spirits up during the war. Ken Wright came with g to theparade and he
walked with the war veterans. Stage Door Dance Studio walked near the end of the
parade. We were there in remembrance of the soldiers but also in remembrance of all
the entertainers who gave their spare time between war duties to dare in shows like
-0 70ECEO85H

The author wishes to acknowledge the support of the Canterbury History Foundation

through the 2014 Canterbury Community History Award and the RSA/NZ Institute of

001 FAOOEI 1 Al 0ET Oi COADE A OOBSproviding }he Gidn@lA OAT 01 ¢
inspiration to interview veterans in the Canterbury region.

Thisbiography was compiled fronan interview with Kenneth Raymon@right on
Tuesday, 9 December 2014, conducted at his home in Spreydon, Christchurch. The
chronology ofevents in this accountiffers at times from thatin the interview. This
reflects adjustments made as a result of subsequent faErview conversations with Ken
research of the official war histories and a review of his photos and memorabilee
biography is therefore as accurate as time, memory and research allbwstend my
thanks and gratitude to Keror his time and for sharing his memories

Copyright 2015 by Kim Newth
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